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Introduction Introduction 

lDepartment of Juvenile Justice 
lFlorida Network of Youth and Family 

Services 
lTraining and Technical Assistance
lSuicide Incident
lFindings and outcomes 



AgendaAgenda
lUnderstand suicide risk in residential 

settings (where, when , how and why)
lIdentify specific prevention strategies.
lDefine the role of policy and procedures. 
lIdentify staff training needs and issues.
lRecognize the need for mental health, 

substance abuse and suicide risk screening 
instruments and protocols. 

lConduct risk assessments and emergency 
drills using case scenarios.



Overview Overview 

lEnvironmental Safety. 
lAssessment and service planning process.
lPolicies, procedures and practices.
lStaff communication and alert systems
lStaff training and emergency drills. 



Environmental SafetyEnvironmental Safety

lSupervision of youth
lAreas of isolation and seclusion
lKey control and limiting access
lSafety inspections
lSafety Committee
lVideo monitoring
lPlacement of youth in care



Assessment and Service Assessment and Service 
Planning ProcessPlanning Process

lPresenting problems and case planning
lResidential placement considerations
lService linkage and referrals
lAssessment process and tools
lCase study small group exercise
lSupervisory review and case staffing



Policies and ProceduresPolicies and Procedures

lMental Health, substance abuse and suicide 
risk screening

lMedical and Mental Health follow-up
lCrisis intervention expectations
lDocumentation and confidentiality
lFirst aid kits and emergency eqiupment
lDisaster planning and incident reporting 



Staff Communication and Staff Communication and 
Alert SystemsAlert Systems

lCommunication between staff at all levels 
and across the 24/7/365 service delivery

lMedical and Mental Health Alert Systems
lMultiple and redundant communication 

methods and strategies
lAccountability and testing of the system
lLogs, clients files and shift change process



Staff Training and Staff Training and 
Emergency DrillsEmergency Drills

lOrientation Training
lSuicide Risk Response training
lMental Health and Substance Abuse 

training
lCPR/First Aid training
lQuarterly Emergency Drills



SummarySummary

lSuicide is preventable
lEnvironmental Safety
lAssessment and Service Planning
lPolicies and Procedures
lStaff communications
lStaff training and emergency drills


